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Why choose MAKE THE GRADE?
Make the Grade is an attractive and accessible course that provides 
students with the English skills they need for the 21st century and 
develops all eight key competences in a natural way.

 � A practical approach. 

Make the Grade’s clearly structured units 
promote language acquisition while developing
comprehension and production skills in a practical
way.

 �The wide variety in content and types 
of language incorporates the key 
competences in a natural way.

Up-to-date topics as well as culture, information and
practical functional language videos provide
intercultural enrichment and STEM materials, and
encourage social awareness, personal initiative and
digital learning skills.

Productive tasks develop communication
practice and mediation skills.

Creative tasks, problem-solving activities and
collaborative projects and Life Skills Extra give
students the opportunity to express themselves
in real-life situations. 

 �A fully integrated approach develops 
plurilingual and reflective competences.

 
Make the Grade combines integrated skills work with
solid language practice and encourages students to
reflect on plurilingual aspects of language learning
and develop critical thinking skills.

 �Language 
for the exams. 

Make the Grade provides solid preparation for 
university entrance exams, while consolidating general 
language skills with exam preparation sections in the 
both the Student’s Book and Workbook.

 �New features and functions on the 
Burlington Digital Platform offer the best 
digital solutions for effective learning.

Fully interactive Student’s Books and Workbooks, 
additional digital classroom resources and online 
student support materials with Flipped Classroom 
activities develop digital skills. 

A full range of Components
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MAKE THE GRADE
Make the Grade puts the LOMLOE 
requirements into practice. 

Inclusivity

Make the Grade is a flexible course designed to 
accommodate a diversity of levels in the classroom and 
different learning styles. 

• �Varied and graded exercises and activities in Grammar Basics 
and Vocabulary Builder may be adapted to every student’s 
pace. 

• �Teacher’s resources come with editable extra materials and 
tests at different levels, which enables personalised evaluation. 

• �Productive interaction activities, pairwork and life skills tasks 
engage all students of all levels in active learning. 

 

Learning through competences 

Make the Grade’s active and participative methodology 
develops all specific linguistic competences. 

• �Student’s Book units enhance comprehension and production 
skills in every section, while the language learning process itself 
facilitates the other key competences.

• �Life Skills Extra develops skills in communication, mediation 
and collaboration, and enables meaningful learning.  

• �Assessment pages encourage reflective learning (learn to learn) 
as well as initiative – students learn to think about and take 
responsibility for their learning.  

• �Make the Grade covers all the basic contents for Bachillerato – 
communicative, plurilingual and intercultural.

• �Culture videos provide additional intercultural input.  

WRITTEN COMPREHENSION 8

 Read the text and answer the questions that follow.

1 Choose the correct answer.

 1 The first traffic light was … .
  a a result of the popularity of motorcars
  b based on an idea originally used by the railway
  c built by Knight and other railway workers
 2 After the 1868 accident, … .
  a 40 new traffic lights were invented
  b  the interest in traffic lights moved to the United States
  c traffic lights were banned for 40 years
 3 Which of the following statements is true?
  a The original sign for pedestrians is still in use.
  b Berlin used a tourist attraction for its first light.
  c  London installed traffic lights five years after the 

1868 tragedy.

2  Decide if the following statements are true (T) or false (F). 
Find evidence in the text to justify your answers.

  1  Traffic lights are operated by robots in South Africa. 

  2  Railway lights were modelled after traffic lights. 

  3  The partially automated lights used different words 
for commands. 

3 Complete the sentences.

 1  Between 1868 and 1929,  
 .

 2  The symbol of the hand has been used  
 .

4 Answer the question.
  What was the result of the incident involving a pedestrian 

who was killed while texting?
 
 

5 Find words or phrases in the text that mean:

 1 proposed (paragraph II) 
 2 renewed (paragraph V) 
 3 accommodate (paragraph V) 
 4 in many places (paragraph VI) 

Go, Stop and Slow Down!
Every driver – in fact, almost every person over the age of five – knows that when they see a traffic light, red means stop and green 
means go. Although the colours are universal, traffic lights have different names in different locations. They are called traffic lamps, 
stop lights and, in South Africa, robots. So how did traffic lights develop?

Even before there were motorcars, it was essential to control the traffic consisting of pedestrians, horses and carriages. John Peake 
Knight, a British railway worker, came up with a solution, and the first traffic light was erected in London in 1868. Two arm shapes 
displaying the words “Stop” and “Go” were placed on a pole for daytime use; at night, following the colours already used by the 
railway, red and green gas-powered lights were lit. But one month later, a lamp exploded and killed the policeman responsible for 
switching the lights, and that ended the usage of gas-powered traffic lights.

It took over 40 years before other attempts were made to create a traffic light, this time in the United States, where cars were more 
popular. While the lights were all partially automated, the commands to drivers differed. One displayed arms with the words “Stop” 
and “Proceed”; another commanded “Stop” and “Move”.

Soon, further improvements were made. In 1920, another coloured light – yellow or orange – was added as a sign of warning to  
slow down. By the 1930s, instructions for pedestrians were included, using the hand, which is still in use today. Traffic lights also 
returned to Europe. The first appeared in Berlin in 1924 and five years later, they were again seen in London for the first time since 
the 1868 accident.

Lights in several places have already been updated to suit modern life. For example, after one pedestrian who was texting was 
killed by an oncoming tram, a German city installed lights at ground level to cater to those people absorbed in their phones.

Today, even our language uses expressions based on traffic lights, because they are widespread and easy to understand. Giving you 
the “green light” to go on to the questions below means, obviously, it is permissible for you to do so!

I

II

III

IV

V

VI
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Pronunciation ✓
Listen and repeat the words. Which syllable is 
stressed in each word?   2 | 04

1   ur-ban 4  fa-ci-li-ties

2   re-si-dent 5   ef-fort-less
3   im-pos-si-ble

Z PRONUNCIATION PRACTICE  PAGE 140

Watch  the video  
and answer the question. 

What new trend has led to 
improvements in the favelas?

THE RIO FAVELASIC/IS

Maggie’s Blog 
HOME ABOUT CONTACT LATEST POST

GALLERY

 City Lights

The Miracle of Medellin
In July of this year, my friends and I, all urban planning students, went to visit Medellin, the second-
biggest city in Colombia. We were amazed by what we found. 

Medellin was once known as the world capital of violence. Innocent people were constantly caught in 
the crossfire between the drug gangs that ruled the comunas, or slum neighbourhoods. Even the police 
were too scared to set foot in Medellin. Today, however, the murder rate has fallen by 80%. Surprisingly, 
an escalator is one of the main reasons for this miraculous change. 

The comunas, built on mountainsides too steep for buses or cars, were cut off from the centre of the city. 
Residents had to climb the equivalent of a 28-storey building to return home, making it impossible for 
many to commute. Now, however, they can take a giant outdoor escalator up the mountain in a six-minute 
journey that is free of charge. Built in 2011, it has turned an exhausting trek into an effortless ride. 

The escalator wasn’t the first innovative transport in Medellin. In 2004, a 
cable car system was built, connecting parts of the slums to the city 
centre. The metal and glass gondolas transport tens of thousands of 
residents each day. The windows all around let in stunning views of the 
narrow roads and colourful roofs beneath. 

How can urban planning make such a difference? Innovative mayors and 
city planners realised that isolation of the slums was causing great social inequality. Lack of access to 
the city jobs and facilities, such as shops and clinics, was making life impossibly difficult. “Now,” says 
María, a comuna resident we spoke to, “we feel we are equal citizens. We can commute to work and 
enjoy the city, just like everyone else. They should have done this years ago.”

As part of Medellin’s urban renewal, community centres have been built and schools have been renovated. 
Narrow alleys have been cleared to make space for parks, playgrounds, gardens and a walkway providing 
spectacular views of the city and mountains. Without the escalator and cable car, which provide access 
for builders, workers and teachers, this would not have been possible. 

Sitting with residents in a local café, we could see that they were proud that the comunas attract 
tourists. They’re also a model for successful urban change, which brings city planners from all over the 
world. Not everything is perfect, though. Crime rates are down, but levels of poverty and unemployment 
remain high. “Sure, there are many problems that we must solve, but I wouldn’t want to live anywhere 
else,” says María. This trip made us realise the importance of urban planning. Done wisely, it can really 
make a significant difference to people’s lives. 
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unit 4

Varied activities

Grammar Basics

Vocabulary Builder

Cultural awareness
Life Skills Assessment pages

Exam preparation

Engaging reading texts

SEATING PLAN  ›
SHOW TIMES  ›

BUY NOW  ›

LIFE SKILLS EXTRA
 _ Buying Tickets Online

3  You and your student friends want six tickets. You want to sit together. Look at the website. 
What seating options have you got? How much are the cheapest seats?
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BLOCK STANDARD STUDENT*

A £75 £75

B £50 £45

C £30 £25

D £20 £20

* must show student card at door

TICKET PRICES

BLUE FLAMINGOS

 SOLD     AVAILABLE

A  

B  

C  

D     
STANDING  

  

ROCKET
THEATRE 1 HOME

Welcome Page 2 EVENTS
Music & Films 3 ABOUT US

Who We Are! 4 MEDIA
View and Listen

    BUYING TICKETSIC/I S

1  Watch the video of Emily and Jack booking tickets and answer the questions.     

 1 Why couldn’t Emily buy a ticket for the Blue Flamingos concert?
 2 How did Jack manage to find tickets?

2  The Blue Flamingos are performing on 3rd October.  
Look at the theatre website below and answer the questions.

 1 How much does it cost to sit close to the stage?
 2 How can students get a discount?
 3 How many tickets can you book at once?
 4 Where are the cheapest tickets?
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✓ 4
CARDIFF

OVER  
TO YOU

Bringing Back Welsh
In the Welsh language, Cardiff is written Caerdydd. As you can 
see, Welsh uses English letters, but in unusual combinations. In 
the past, everyone in Wales spoke Welsh, but in the 1800s, the 
language almost died out as English began to take over. Parents 
who knew Welsh didn’t speak it to their children, so fewer people 
knew the language. However, a few decades ago, people decided 
they wanted to bring Welsh back to life. Since the early 1990s, 
many schoolchildren in Wales study in both Welsh and English, 
and speak both languages fluently. Now, there are Welsh-language 
TV programmes, newspapers, websites, theatre and even a 
Welsh-language hip-hop band. 

 Read the text below. Why did the Welsh language nearly disappear?

  Watch the video about Cardiff and do the exercises that follow. 

Cardiff
1  Answer the questions.

 1 How long have people lived in the Cardiff area?  
 2 When was most of Cardiff built?  
 3 What is the national musical instrument?  
 4 What is noticeable on all the streets in Cardiff?  
 5 Why was the Millennium Stadium built?  

2  Decide if the following sentences are true or false. Correct the false sentences. 

 1 Cardiff Castle was first built in the 15th century.
 2 You can go shopping in Cardiff Bay.
 3  Special materials from around the world were used to build the  

Wales Millennium Centre.
 4  The Millennium Stadium is used only for important sports games.
 5 You can go surfing indoors in Cardiff.

3  What languages do people speak in your area of the country?  
Do you think preserving a historic language should be a  
government’s responsibility? Give reasons for your answers.

The Millennium Stadium

115

✓ Understand specific information 

✓ Understand feelings

You will hear people talking in three different situations. 
Choose the correct answer.    2 | 09

1 You hear two students talking in a café. 

 1 What does the boy say about the flat?
  a It’s not as nice as other flats they’ve seen.
  b It’s probably the best they’ll find at that price.
  c It will be available in eight weeks.
 2 What disadvantage of the flat does the girl mention?
  a It’s in walking distance of the college. 
  b It has only one bedroom. 
  c The bedrooms are very small. 

2  You hear part of a conversation between a student  
and a secretary.

 3 What is the student’s complaint?
  a Her morning class doesn’t finish until noon. 
  b The computer animation class is full. 
  c  One of her classes isn’t at the time she had wanted. 
 4 By the end of the conversation, the student is ... . 
  a angry
  b  grateful
  c  surprised

PERSONAL INFORMATION

Name: (Surname, First Name) ■
Date of birth: (DD/MM/YYYY) ■
Gender: M/F 
Mobile #: (country code / phone number) 
HOUSING INFORMATION

I’m interested in ... (tick all that apply)
■  short-term rental (1-6 months) 
■  long-term rental (6-12 months) 
■  bedroom in private home 
■  furnished flat 
■  unfurnished flat 
I’D PREFER TO ... 

■  live alone 
■  share a flat/house 
	 ■  with one other person 
	 ■  with 2 people 
	 ■  with 3+ people 

MAXIMUM RENT PCM:

■  £850       ■  £900        ■  £1,000 

DO YOU SMOKE?  Yes / No

DO YOU HAVE A LOCAL BANK ACCOUNT?  Yes / No 

Write 80-150 words explaining the type of neighbourhood 
you’d prefer and what factors (such as public transport, being in 
or near city centre, etc.) are most important to you.     

SMITH & JONES REAL ESTATE  CUSTOMER QUESTIONNAIRE

   The answer to a question isn’t always 

mentioned in a text. Sometimes you have to use 

clues in the text to decide on the answer.

ORAL PRODUCTION Informal Conversations

✓ Express points of view and opinions

✓ Explain and justify opinions

You are looking for someone to share your student flat. In your 
opinion, which of the qualities below are the most important in a 
flatmate? Tell your partner what you think. Then listen to his / her 
views.

non-smoker   |   neat and tidy   |   vegetarian

likes parties   |   quiet   |    serious student

WRITTEN PRODUCTION Questionnaires

✓ Complete a form

✓ Provide details and expand on relevant information  

You want to sign up with a rental agency that specialises in finding 
housing for students. Complete the questionnaire.

3 You hear a man leaving a voicemail message. 

 5 Joe is leaving a message for ... . 
  a his landlord
  b someone who is renting his flat
  c the student whose flat he’s renting
 6 One of Joe’s complaints about the flat is that ... . 
  a there’s no air conditioner
  b he can’t open the bedroom window
  c there’s no hot water

ORAL COMPREHENSION Informal Conversation / 
Transaction / Message

58

2 Choose TWO correct answers.  
 Pay attention to the words in colour. 

 Which of the following are … ? 
 1 residents of a city

  schoolchildren  |  workers  |  tourists
 2 types of housing 

  flats  |  private homes  |  offices
 3 things you can do with land 

  buy it  |  move it  |  build on it
 4 included in the crime rate  

  the number of burglaries  |  the number of police  |    
  the number of violent attacks
 5 things people have to pay a fine for 

  driving too fast  |  drawing graffiti  |  smoking at home
 6 public facilities cities provide 

  electricity  |  food delivery  |  clean water
 7 things you should not do on a pavement 

  walk  |  ride a motorbike  |  park your car
 8 famous skyscrapers 

  Petronas Twin Towers  |  Empire State Building  |   
  Louvre Museum 

 9 places where there is overcrowding 

  city centres  |  slums  |  suburbs

3  What other words do you know connected to cities? 

 This was voted the most picturesque city in the world.  
Home to 177 canals and many famous landmarks, it 
has more tourists than locals!  
A  |  Venice      B  |  Amsterdam      C  |  Copenhagen

 Known for its high quality of life, this island city is the 
world’s cleanest city. Chewing gum is banned, and 
littering is an offence. 
A  |  Monaco      B  |  Singapore      C  |  Honolulu

This city is known for its vibrant, round-the-clock 
music scene and a famous annual carnival. Sadly, much 
of the city was destroyed by a hurricane in 2005. 
A  |  Miami      B  |  Rio de Janeiro      C  |  New Orleans

This city has more tall buildings than any other city in 
the world and is one of the wealthiest. Its high 
population density makes homes extremely expensive. 
A  |  Hong Kong      B  |  New York      C  |  Tokyo

 This city has the world’s most densely populated slum, 
where one million people crowd into alleys in an area 
of one square mile.  
A  |  Jakarta      B  |  Mumbai      C  |  Mexico City

1
2
3
4
5

VOCABULARY Cities

FLIPPED CLASSROOMIS  
VOCABULARY PRESENTATIONIC

1  How much do you know about the world’s cities? 
Do the quiz and find out. Choose A, B or C.  
Pay attention to the words in colour.

City Quiz 

Z ANSWERS PAGE 179

46
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Z Modals
FORM
modal + base form of verb

USES

can (ability, request, possibility)

They can improve their quality of life.
Can you help us?

can’t (strong disbelief, inability, prohibition)

It can’t be true that they live without clean water.
I can’t ride a bike to school – it’s too far.
You can’t barbecue in the park.

 be able to (ability, possibility)

She isn’t able to find work in the slums.
They are able to get to the clinic in town.

 must (obligation, necessity, strong belief)

You must pay for the ticket.
You must find clean drinking water.
Life must be difficult in the slums. 

mustn’t (prohibition)

You mustn’t park your car on the pavement.

have to / need to (necessity / obligation)

They have to / need to find a solution to the housing problem.

don’t have to / don’t need to / needn’t (lack of necessity)

They don’t have to / needn’t climb the mountain any more. 

should / ought to (advice, opinion)

You should / ought to visit Medellin. 

may / might (possibility)

They may / might build a skyscraper here.

may (polite request, permission) 

May I speak to the mayor?

could (past ability, possibility, polite request, polite suggestion)

When I was young I could run very fast.
I’m sorry I couldn’t send you a picture.
Could you help me clear the path?
You could meet Beth at the station.

would (formal request, offer)

Would you give this letter to the mayor, please?
Would you like to meet the new neighbours?

Z GRAMMAR APPENDIX WORKBOOK  PAGES 111-112

1 Choose the correct answer.

 1  It’s important to reduce traffic accidents. The council 
  install more traffic lights.

  a  can b  might c  must
 2   they make the commute easier for the residents?
  a   Could b  May c  Ought to
 3  The mayor  meet with the residents next week.  

It’s urgent.
  a  can b  might c  has to
 4  The alley is closed, so you  walk through it. 
  a  needn’t b  mustn’t c  can’t
 5  They  build a park here. It depends on the city council.
  a  should b  may c  must
 6  Three new factories have opened, so unemployment  

go up this year.
  a  mustn’t b  shouldn’t c  can’t

2  Match the sentences in A and B. Pay attention to the modals 
in bold.

  A

 1 The mayor ought to tell us the truth.
 2 They might build a cinema complex here.
 3 I can drive you to the station.
 4 Beth and John should buy a flat in town.
 5 He has to be at work by 7.30.

  B

 a He shouldn’t lie to the voters.
 b You don’t have to go on your bike.
 c He must catch the early bus.
 d They need to get permission first. 
 e They can’t commute on the train any more.

3 Complete the sentences with the modals below.

  needn’t   |   mustn’t   |   can’t   |   are able to    

 ought to   |   might

 1  These slums are terrible. They  improve the quality  
of life here.

 2 You  hurry – there’s a bus every five minutes.
 3   children  walk around by themselves in this area?
 4 You  buy a house here – it’s much too expensive.
 5 We aren’t sure yet. They  build the bridge here.
 6  Crime is bad in this area. You  go out at night.

Unit 4

Unit 4
NOUNS

alley
crime rate
facility
housing
inequality
isolation
lack of 
land

landmark
mayor
megacity
megastorm
neighbourhood
overcrowding
pavement

population density
quality of life
resident
skyscraper
slum
trek 
unemployment

VERBS

clear
commute
cooperate
cowrite

destroy
let in
litter

misbehave
misuse
reread

ADJECTIVES

dissatisfied
equal
giant 
illegal
illegible

impossible
irresponsible
overcrowded
overdone
picturesque

underfed
underpaid
unhealthy
wealthy

PHRASAL VERBS EXPRESSIONS

cut across
cut down on
cut off 
turn against

turn back
turn down
turn into 
turn up

free of charge
pay a fine
round-the-clock
set foot in

1 Find the following in the list above:

 1 five nouns of places where people live 
 2 two nouns that refer to people  
 3 seven adjectives that can describe people  
 4 a verb that means the same as:
  a act badly 
  b go to and from work 
  c damage beyond repair 
 5 an expression that means all day and all night

2    WORD BUILDING   Complete the chart.  
Use the glossary to help you.  

VERB NOUN ADJECTIVE

reside residence, 1 residential

isolate 2 isolated

cooperate 3 cooperative
4 commute, commuter

overcrowd overcrowding 5 
6 destruction destructive

3  Complete each sentence with a word from the chart in Exercise 2. 

 1 Why are they going to  that beautiful forest?
 2  Thank you for being so  and answering all my questions.
 3 I  at 43 Willow Lane. 
 4  He’s tired of such a long  , so he’s moving closer to his 

office.
 5  The village is about 60 km from the nearest motorway, so 

it’s quite  .
 6 The bus was  , so I had to stand all the way home.

▼F CUS Phrasal Verbs

4  Replace the words in bold with a phrasal verb from  
the list on the left. 

 1 When do you think Jill will finally arrive? 
 2  We went sailing, but had to return because of the storm.  
 3 A huge tree fell and made the road inaccessible.  
 4 I think this will eventually become a very trendy area. 
 5 There’s a chance they will reject this proposal.

▼F CUS Prefixes

5  Complete the sentences in a logical way. Use the words  
below, with or without a negative prefix.

 healthy    |    legal    |    equality    |    satisfied

 possible    |    responsible

 1  I passed my driving test! Now it’s  for me to drive. 
 2 You didn’t return my book. Why are you so  ? 
 3  There are serious problems in the new flats. The residents 

are extremely  . 
 4  Some people are poor, while others are rich. Why is there 

such  ? 
 5 That flat is too expensive. It’s  for us to buy it. 
 6 She eats properly and exercises. I think she’s pretty  . 

6  Complete the sentences by adding a prefix (over-, mega-, under-, 
re-, mis- or co-) to the word in capital letters. 

 1  Working in groups teaches children to  . OPERATE
 2  I found a few errors when I  my essay. READ
 3 We feel that nurses are  for their work. PAID
 4 That police officer  his authority. USED
 5 It’s always noisy and  in here. CROWDED
 6 Is Tokyo big enough to be a  ? CITY

WORD
app

WORDLIST AND ACTIVITIESI S

            PRACTICEVOCABULARYIC/I S
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www.burlingtonbooks.es

Digital 

A wide range of blended materials develop digital 
competences.

• �Through the Flipped Classroom and Interactive Student, 
students can study at home at their own pace online.  

• ��Techno Help for projects encourages students to search the 
web and complement their learning with authentic materials 
and to learn to use the Internet responsibly. 

21st century citizens 

Through a careful selection of topics and activities, Make 
the Grade helps students acquire relevant 21st century 
skills, and develop an awareness of key issues related to  
being a world citizen. 

• �Carefully selected topics promote awareness of, and 
respect for, diversity, gender equality and the need for 
global sustainability. 

• �The practical Life Skills Extra pages develop creativity and 
mediation skills, and encourage debate and collaboration to 
solve problems.  

• �Real-world cultural, scientific and cross-curricular videos 
encourage and develop students’ curiosity and general 
knowledge.

• �Our courses incorporate education in STEM and 
intercurricular work.  

Flipped classroom

Critical thinking

Problem solving

Focus on STEM

Social awareness

Top Tech

Would you rather deal with a human or a robot when you  
go into a shop or restaurant? Why?

UNIT CONTENT

VOCABULARY  
Technology
GRAMMAR  
Future Perfect Simple / Future Continuous
READING  
An Online Forum
LISTENING  
A Presentation; A Radio Report
SPEAKING  
Sharing Ideas; Comparing Pictures 
WRITING  
A For and Against Essay
LIFE SKILLS EXTRA  
Navigating a Website 

2
MAKING PLANSIC/IS DUBLINIC/ISFILMING FROM THE SKYIC/IS
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SEATING PLAN  ›
SHOW TIMES  ›

BUY NOW  ›

LIFE SKILLS EXTRA
 _ Buying Tickets Online

3  You and your student friends want six tickets. You want to sit together. Look at the website. 
What seating options have you got? How much are the cheapest seats?
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Who We Are! 4 MEDIA
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    BUYING TICKETSIC/I S

1  Watch the video of Emily and Jack booking tickets and answer the questions.     

 1 Why couldn’t Emily buy a ticket for the Blue Flamingos concert?
 2 How did Jack manage to find tickets?

2  The Blue Flamingos are performing on 3rd October.  
Look at the theatre website below and answer the questions.

 1 How much does it cost to sit close to the stage?
 2 How can students get a discount?
 3 How many tickets can you book at once?
 4 Where are the cheapest tickets?
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VOCABULARY Education

FLIPPED CLASSROOMIS  

VOCABULARY PRESENTATIONIC  

1  Look at the infographic and answer the questions:

 1 Which country has got the smallest classes? 
 2 Which has got the longest school day? 
 3 Where are students the least happy? 
 4 Where do students do the most homework? 

2  Read what students say about school. Match each quote to the part of the infographic the student is talking about.  
Pay attention to the words in colour. 

CHINA 

UNITED 
STATES 

FRANCE 

FINLAND

UNITED 
KINGDOM

SIZE OF CLASSES  
Number of students per class 
in secondary schools

LENGTH OF SCHOOL DAY

United States 7 hours

France 6 hours

Finland 5 hours

United  
Kingdom 

6.5 hours

China 9 hours
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FRANCE 

NUMBER OF 
STUDENTS 
HAPPY AT 

SCHOOL

TIME  
SPENT ON 
HOMEWORK

H
ou

rs
 p

er
 w

ee
k 12.5

7.5

2.5

10

5

0

INFOGRAPHIC: SCHOOLS  ROUND THE  W RLD

34

D    KATE AustraliaDC    CONOR IrelandCB    SOFIA ChileBA    ROY NorwayA  

 Having good relationships 
with teachers and friends 
can help you feel less 
stressed. It can also 
motivate you to achieve 
more and do well. 

Big classes are hard to 
control, and that puts 
pressure on the teachers 
to create a feeling of 
discipline, so students 
follow the rules. 

 Nobody loves doing 
homework assignments. 
But to be honest, 
compulsory homework is 
the only way we’ll review 
and really learn the 
material. 

 Attending school for long 
hours doesn’t mean you 
learn more. What counts is 
the curriculum and how 
well the subjects are 
taught, not the length of a 
school day. 


